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Even during the Battle of Fredericksburg, we learn that
our Northern Brethren entered into this Lodge through
the rear livery and our Southern Brethren entered
through the front door of that same building. It was here
that they dropped off their weapons and equipment,
hugged one another and attended Lodge together. After
Lodge was over, these same Brethren would again hug
one another, go downstairs, recover their weapons and
equipment and exit, where again, they would commence
killing one another. It is said that the wood floors of our
original Lodge room upstairs still hold the bloodstains
from the time it was used as a hospital by Union forces.
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The Battle of Fredericksburg
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* The Battle of Fredericksburg was fought December 11-15, 1862, in and around Fredericksburg,
Virginia, between General Robert E. Lee's Confederate Army of Northern Virginia and the Union
Army of the Potomac, commanded by Major General Ambrose Burnside, as part of the American
Civil War. The Union Army's futile frontal attacks on December 13 against entrenched Confederate
defenders on the heights behind the city are remembered as one of the most one-sided battles of
the war, with Union casualties more than three times as heavy as those suffered by the
Confederates. A visitor to the battlefield described the battle to U.S. President Abraham Lincoln as
a "butchery."[14]

* Burnside's plan was to cross the Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg in mid-November and race
to the Confederate capital of Richmond before Lee's army could stop him. Bureaucratic delays
prevented Burnside from receiving the necessary pontoon bridges in time and Lee moved his army
to block the crossings. When the Union army was finally able to build its bridges and cross under
fire, urban combat in the city resulted on December 11-12. Union troops prepared to assault
Confederate defensive positions south of the city and on a strongly fortified ridge just west of the
city known as Marye's Heights.

* On December 13, the “Grand Division" of Maj. Gen. William B. Franklin was able to pierce the first
defensive line of Confederate Lieutenant General Stonewall Jackson to the south, but was finally
repulsed when he did not send reinforcements as ordered.

* Burnside ordered the Grand Divisions of Maj. Gens. Edwin V. Sumner and Joseph Hooker to make
multiple frontal assaults against Lt. Gen. James Longstreet's position on Marye's Heights, all of
which were repulsed with heavy losses. On December 15, Burnside withdrew his army, ending
another failed Union campaign in the Eastern Theater.
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Attack on the
Confederate Left

* Union losses: 7,711
e Confederate losses: 1,287
* One regiment fired 35,000 bullets

* Young Union soldier: “We went out in buoyant
spirits with the mighty array that was to invest the
rebel stronghold beyond the Rappahannock. We
returned tired, forsaken and dispirited—our bands

mournfully filling the air with requiems for the
dead.”
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Lee
Watches the
Destruction

“It is well that war
IS so terrible, or
we would grow to
fond of it.”
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Battle of Frederkshury

Seeking Cover

Far Union soldiers who attacked Marye's Heights, the : g A
apen plain in front of you offered just two sources of -+ | A

A ? ] ’

Stephens : ) : G ‘ N
cover: the brick Stratton house, visible just two blouxs House Nzgcz \ ¥ {l}:;g; ;fy:?e ;
ahead on the left side of the street, and the swale, a g ¢ ‘: Ll Vg

slight drop in the landscape just beyond the Stratton ! Stratton | m ot 2 ‘ ¥
house. Both are visible from this location vy House ‘ ‘ s

For three days, Union soldiers stubboraly clung to
their position in front of the stone wall, pinned down
by Confederate riflemen in the Sunken Road. Some
Union soldiers lying in the swale tried fo protect
themselyes by pushing dirt in front of them. Others
sought shelter behind the bodies of fallen comrades.
Night alane brought protection.

A ;
The enemy riddled every
moving thing in sight

Capt Joho W Ames, 11th United States Infantss

B .

“\L;::z‘;em\lm, by Private John G soldiers, who were looking m\u}d

. % f;-;um u‘uj Initial assaglt on you. Although inaccursre i its details,
Ye's Heights. Keyser rook part the image shows many of th *

hat attack Hemrnvmup:mur e bttefied, ncfodt s

- Landemarke of the battlefes luding
1 the vantage point of the Unioa * the Strarmon house and ;ﬁ::lj‘gm













)

"X
Y

#
(P

%
y Y

<

£
Z
~®

N =

3
g
443
v
).
9%
oy

¥
4 34
b
(=
[

¢

<
Y B
TN
@‘
(73

Moment of Mercy
by
Sculptor Terry Jones

- Bartle o ' nla. in Decomber of 1862, was one of the bloodier engugoments o
; 1'7:'5;’1:50”35: ??17:’3‘5::"5‘5 g‘c':o’mber 13¢h, Pederal troops made repeated frontal sssaults ag “:‘“ T
. ’ Contoderate positions behiad the stone walls along 4 Svoken Road at Marye's Heights. in five houts
P # o estimared 6300 Union soldiers lay dead or wounded oo the battlofield. As darkaess approached, a light
R . y smow. fell and the femperatures dropped (o meac '0'1! the frigid gloom. injured men cried ia
¥, - agony: “Help,': A'u’:{;{gf :f-}_'qu}b:{lﬁvhgé!!w t ":::. %;ﬁ!;?é.:ﬁ:; l‘i::t_‘ :v'e“ ::t:‘vet'
v ctehed in biy taemory. WY CU L ihe desd simost made s wall around me." 2 A
' afternoon of December 145, Sergeuant Richard R. Kirkland of the 2nd South Carolina Infantr . oy TS\
N o éogzl'z; longer bear those mournful cries. Shortly after mid-day, Kirkland secured permission from gﬂs %‘.y -
- commander {0 take water to those in need. Filling 35 muny centeens as he could carry, Kirkland hurtied Vi
w the stone wall and ran to the aid of wouaded Union soldiers. Shots rang out from the Federal lines. Only = . b 5.
_when the purpose of the Confederate’s errand became readily apparent, did the Union commander shout down W :
the line: “Don’t shoot that man, he's (00 brave to die.” Then, for nincty minutes the battleficld was quiet. : ,_
Joth sides observed u solemn truce as the ninctecn-year-old sergeant turned Good Ssmaritan -~
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d to enemy wounded soldiers in what was most sssuredly a “moment of mercy.”

1d_soldiers in gray repeated this incidest many times throughost the Civil War. This
culpture pays bomasge to them and the uniquely American spirit of aiding those in need.

Soldiers in blue s
Moment of Mercy s
Sponsored
R e MDY
- The John Crain Kunkel Foundation
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Burnside Plans a
New Offensive
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&l Confederate Cavalry
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Total Losses

* Union (12,653) * Confederate (5,309)
* Killed: 1,284 * Killed: 592
 Wounded: 9,600  Wounded: 4,061
e Captured/missing: * Captured/missing: 653

1,769
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JEB STUART’S
THIRD RAID
DEC 27, 1862
TO
JAN 1, 1863

DUMFRIES RAID

+

On 26 December 1862, Ma). Gen. J. E.B. Stuart
led L.BOO cavalry out of Fredericksburg on his
third and last major raid. Stuart divided his
column and on 27 December launched a two ~
pronged attack on Dumfries, a major Union
supply base. The garrison thwarted the Con-
federate cavalry commanded by Brig. Gen. Pitzhuqh
Lee and Brig. Gen. W.H.F. ("Rooney”) Lee.
despite the efforts of Stuart’s legendary horse
artillery. Stuart continued the raid through
Occoquan, Burkes Station, Fairfax Court House,
Warrenton, and Culpeper before returning to
Fredericksburg on | January 1863. During the
raid, Stuart seized some 200 prisoners, as many
horses and mules, and 20 wagonloads of equipment.
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TOUR

Scott Walker (540-809-3918) Cell
www.hallowedgroundtours.com)

He will meet everyone going on the tour at 1:30

pm at the Fredericksburg Battlefield Visitor Center
(1013 Lafayette Blvd, Fredericksburg, VA 22401, 540-
693-3200)

Everyone can carpool from there to make things
easier. The tour doesn't have to go 3 hours but he
said to get the most out of it, at least 2.5 hours.



http://www.hallowedgroundtours.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1013+Lafayette+Blvd,+Fredericksburg,+VA+22401?entry=gmail&source=g

