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Even during the Battle of Fredericksburg, we learn that 
our Northern Brethren entered into this Lodge through 
the rear livery and our Southern Brethren entered 
through the front door of that same building. It was here 
that they dropped off their weapons and equipment, 
hugged one another and attended Lodge together. After 
Lodge was over, these same Brethren would again hug 
one another, go downstairs, recover their weapons and 
equipment and exit, where again, they would commence 
killing one another. It is said that the wood floors of our 
original Lodge room upstairs still hold the bloodstains 
from the time it was used as a hospital by Union forces.
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The Battle of Fredericksburg
December 11-15, 1862



The Battle of Fredericksburg

December 13, 1862

Brad Gottfried, Author



• The Battle of Fredericksburg was fought December 11–15, 1862, in and around Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, between General Robert E. Lee's Confederate Army of Northern Virginia and the Union 
Army of the Potomac, commanded by Major General Ambrose Burnside, as part of the American 
Civil War. The Union Army's futile frontal attacks on December 13 against entrenched Confederate 
defenders on the heights behind the city are remembered as one of the most one-sided battles of 
the war, with Union casualties more than three times as heavy as those suffered by the 
Confederates. A visitor to the battlefield described the battle to U.S. President Abraham Lincoln as 
a "butchery."[14]

• Burnside's plan was to cross the Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg in mid-November and race 
to the Confederate capital of Richmond before Lee's army could stop him. Bureaucratic delays 
prevented Burnside from receiving the necessary pontoon bridges in time and Lee moved his army 
to block the crossings. When the Union army was finally able to build its bridges and cross under 
fire, urban combat in the city resulted on December 11–12. Union troops prepared to assault 
Confederate defensive positions south of the city and on a strongly fortified ridge just west of the 
city known as Marye's Heights.

• On December 13, the “Grand Division" of Maj. Gen. William B. Franklin was able to pierce the first 
defensive line of Confederate Lieutenant General Stonewall Jackson to the south, but was finally 
repulsed when he did not send reinforcements as ordered. 

• Burnside ordered the Grand Divisions of Maj. Gens. Edwin V. Sumner and Joseph Hooker to make 
multiple frontal assaults against Lt. Gen. James Longstreet's position on Marye's Heights, all of 
which were repulsed with heavy losses. On December 15, Burnside withdrew his army, ending 
another failed Union campaign in the Eastern Theater.

The Battle of Fredericksburg
December 11-15, 1862



The Leaders/Armies

• Army of Northern 
Virginia 

• Gen. Robert E. Lee

• 79,000

• 75,000

• Army of the Potomac 

• Gen. Ambrose Burnside

• 122,000

• 104,000

Gettysburg



Situation after 
Antietam



Getting to the Battlefield
Nov – Dec 1862



The Battlefield



Fredericksburg



December 11th

1862
Fight in the Town



Crossing the 
Rappahannock 

River



The Fight in the 
Town



Getting into 
Position
13 Dec



Burnside Plan 
For 13 Dec



Meade and 
Gibbon

Getting into 
Position

I Corps (Reynolds)

(Meade commands
Pennsylvania 

Reserve Division)



Meade Attack on 
the Union Left 

Begins



Gregg’s 
Confederate 

Brigade is 
Beaten



A Second 
Confederate 

Brigade is 
Beaten (Archer)



Meade Takes Prospect Hill



Gibbon Division 
Attacks



The Confederates 
Prepare to 
Respond



The 
Counterattacks 

Begin



Confederates 
Restore Their 

Lines



Meade is Driven 
Back Due to Lack 

of 
Reinforcements 

from Franklin



A Counterattack 
Not Successful



Late Support to Meade
Collis – 114th PA Regiment



Recap of 
Battle in 

South



Recap of Battle in South



Attack on the 
Confederate Left

• Union losses:  7,711 

• Confederate losses: 1,287

• One regiment fired 35,000 bullets

• Young Union soldier: “We went out in buoyant 
spirits with the mighty array that was to invest the 
rebel stronghold beyond the Rappahannock.  We 
returned tired, forsaken and dispirited—our bands 
mournfully filling the air with requiems for the 
dead.”



Fight in the Town



Burnside’s Headquarters



Chatham and Parrot Gun



Today and Yesterday



The Pontoon 
Bridge into 

Fredericksburg





Amphibious Landing



Fight in the Town



The Attack on the 
Union Right 

Begins



Dec 13, 1862
1:00 PM                  3:30 PM





A “Bird’s Eye View”



Six Miles of 
Trench and 
Earthworks



The Stone Wall/Sunken Road



Massed Artillery



The First Division 
Attacks

3rd Div – II Corps



Futile Charges



The Second 
Division Attacks

1st Div – II Corps
(Hancock)



The Second 
Attack

Continues

1st Div – II Corps
(Hancock)



The Irish 
Brigade 
Attacks

(Meagher)

1st Div – II 
Corps

(Hancock)



The Third 
Division Attacks

2nd Div – IX Corps



The Fourth 
Division Attacks

2nd Div – II Corps



The Attack Continues



The Fifth 
Division Attacks

1st Div – V Corps



The Fifth 
Division Attacks

Continues

1st Div – V Corps



Joshua Chamberlain
20th Maine

3rd Bde – 1st Div – V Corps



The Sixth 
Division Attacks

3rd Div – V Corps



Lee 
Watches the 
Destruction

“It is well that war 
is so terrible, or 

we would grow to 
fond of it.”



The Seventh 
Division Attacks

3rd Div – IX Corps



The Killing Fields



Seeking Cover



Angels of Mercy





Angels of Mercy

Harrisburg Statue





Burnside Plans a 
New Offensive



Total Losses

• Union (12,653)
• Killed:  1,284

• Wounded: 9,600

• Captured/missing: 
1,769

• Confederate (5,309)
• Killed:  592

• Wounded: 4,061

• Captured/missing: 653





JEB STUART’S
THIRD RAID

DEC 27, 1862
TO

JAN 1, 1863



Scott Walker (540-809-3918) Cell 
www.hallowedgroundtours.com)

He will meet everyone going on the tour at 1:30 
pm at the Fredericksburg Battlefield Visitor Center 
(1013 Lafayette Blvd, Fredericksburg, VA 22401, 540-
693-3200)

Everyone can carpool from there to make things 
easier. The tour doesn't have to go 3 hours but he 
said to get the most out of it, at least 2.5 hours.

TOUR

http://www.hallowedgroundtours.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1013+Lafayette+Blvd,+Fredericksburg,+VA+22401?entry=gmail&source=g

